Risk and Protective Factor Framework

The following graph supports a public health model using a theoretical framework of risk reduction and protection enhancement. Developments in
prevention and intervention science have shown that there are characteristics of individuals and their families and their environment (i.e.,
community neighborhood, school) that affect the likelihood of negative outcomes including substance abuse, delinquency, violence, and school
dropout. Other characteristics serve to protect or provide a buffer to moderate the influence of the negative characteristics. These characteristics

are identified as risk factors and protective factors. (Arthur, Hawkins, et al., 1994, Hawkins, Catalano, Miller, 1992).
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